NLA

A BALANCED LIFE COMES FIRST

Natural Learning Academy

Tel: 021 854 5905 I Tel: 073 527 4023
Email: admin@nlaschool.com I www.nlaschool.com

NLA GENERAL INFORMATION 2026

SCHOOL TERMS
TERM OPENS CLOSES
1 14 January 2026 26 March 2026
2 8 April 2026 25 June 2026
3 21 July 2026 22 September 2026
4 6 October 2026 27 November 2026

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

NLA will be closed on public holidays.

SPECIAL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday, 15 June

SCHOOL CAMP

Compulsory Annual School Camp: 10 - 13 February 2026
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School Hours:

DAYS GRADES ACADEMIC TIME ACADEMIC SUPPORT/

EXTRA CLASSES
Gr7-8 08:20 - 14:25 14:25 -17:00
MON - THU
Gr9-12 08:20 - 15:10 15:30 - 17:00
FRIDAYS Gr7-12 08:20 - 13:00

PLEASE NOTE:
Students must be dropped off at our 64 Mills Street building.

COLLECTION TIMES:

e Grade 7 - 8 students may be collected at 14:25 or 17:00 (Monday - Thursday) and 13:00 on
Fridays.

e Grade 9 - 12 students may be collected at 15:10 or 17:00 (Monday - Thursday)
and 13:00 on Fridays.

If students have extra lessons for subjects, or tasks to complete they have to stay until 17:00.

ILLNESS PROTOCOLS:

If a student is ill or presents with any illness symptoms at home, please keep the student at home and
inform the administration office before 08:00.

If a student is absent from school for more than two consecutive days, a valid doctor's certificate
must be supplied to the school admin office as soon as possible. Absence during formal
assessments such as projects, tests and examinations requires a doctor’s certificate.

Admin Office Contact Information:

Email: admin@nlaschool.com
Tel: 021 854 5905
WhatsApp: 073 527 4023
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION

Natural Learning Academy offers the Department of Education CAPS curriculum which allows students
to receive their National Senior Certificate (NSC). The school is registered with the Western Cape
Education Department and fully accredited by UMALUSI, Council for Quality Assurance in General and
Further Education and Training.

https://www.umalusi.org.za/services/accreditation/

Subject Choices

SUBJECTS OFFERED
COMPULSORY
English Natural Sciences
Afrikaans Technology
7 - 9 Mathematics Economics and Management Sciences
Life Orientation Creative Arts
Social Sciences Computer Literacy
GRADES COMPULSORY CHOICE
English HL English FAL Visual Arts Design
Afrikaans HL Afrikaans FAL Dramatic Arts Hospitality Studies
10 _ 12 Mathematics Mathematical Literacy [ Physical Sciences | Life Sciences
Life Orientation Business Studies Information Technology (IT)
St reptctor

The Department of Education requires that students must take SEVEN subjects, unless the student
qualifies for exemptions.

e Please note that once subjects have been chosen changes are not allowed unless discussed
with the school and approved by the Western Cape Education Department.
e Should the student need to change a subject, please send a request in writing to the school.

If you are unsure of the student’s subjects, you are welcome to contact the admin office to schedule an
appointment.
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GRADE 10 - 12:
Students must select ONE subject per group.

GROUP COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

1 English Home Language Afrikaans Huistaal

2 English First Additional Language Afrikaans Eerste Addisionele Taal
3 Mathematics Mathematical Literacy

4 Life Orientation

GRADE 10

Select THREE subjects (only 1 per category allowed). Please note if you choose Physical Sciences you
have to take Mathematics.

CATEGORY CHOICE SUBJECTS

1 Design Life Sciences
2 Visual Physical Sciences Hospitality Studies
. Computers Application .
3 Dramatic Arts Technology (CAT) History
4 Business Studies | Information Technology
GRADE 11

Select THREE subjects (only 1 per category allowed). Please note if you choose Physical Sciences you
have to take Mathematics.

CATEGORY CHOICE SUBJECTS

1 Life Sciences
2 Design
Computers Application . .
3 Technology (CAT) Dramatic Arts History
4 Physical Sciences Visual Hospitality Studies
5 Business Studies Information Technology
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GRADE 12

Select THREE subjects (only 1 per category allowed). Please note if you choose Physical Sciences you
have to take Mathematics.

CATEGORY CHOICE SUBJECTS

1 Physical Sciences Dramatic Arts

2 Life Sciences Hospitality Studies

3 Business Studies Information Technology

4 Visual Computers Application Technology (CAT)
5 Design
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Psychometric Assessments

What is a Psychometric Assessment?

A psychometric assessment is a standardized test designed to measure a student's cognitive abilities, or
aptitudes. These tests are used in educational, occupational, or clinical settings to provide insights into a
student's strengths, weaknesses, and potential. Psychometric assessments are based on scientific
research and designed to be reliable and valid measures of the intended constructs.

Why should Psychometric Assessments be done?

e Identify career paths: Match students with suitable jobs based on their skills and interests.
e Assess academic potential: Determine a student's readiness for higher education or specific programs.
e Diagnose psychological conditions: Help identify underlying learning barriers.

What do we use the Assessments for?

The psychometric report gives us guidelines on how to effectively teach students and how to best
accommodate their individual needs. Should we need to apply for special concessions during
examinations, for example, extra time, a reader and/or a scribe it can only be done if supported by a
formal psychometric report. These concessions could make a major difference to your child’s schooling
career therefore having the assessments done sooner rather than later is best.

When should Psychometric testing be done?

Psychometric reports are valid for three years only. We therefore recommend that assessments be done
at the start of grade 7 OR the beginning of grade 10 so that these reports remain valid for a full phase
(three years). Senior phase is from grade 7 - 9 and further education and training phase from grade 10 -
12.

Who do we ask to psychometrically assess my child?

Please phone our office and we will assist you in finding the correct assessor for your child.

Kindly note: Application for concessions for the Grade 12 National Senior Certificate Examination need to
be supported by a psychometric report compiled in either Grade 10 or 11. Students who were tested at a
younger age, will have to be retested. Applications for concessions must be submitted to the Education
Department before the end of the Grade 11 school year. No applications are allowed during the Grade 12
year.

NLA General Information Page 6 of 7



Mathematics and Physical Sciences Policy

Policy no: 23 - Mathematics and Physical Sciences Policy

Effective Date: 22 May 2018

Version: 04 (25 June 2025)

Responsible: Principal / School Manager

Applicable to: Educators, Staff, Learners and Parents

Introduction:

The school offers mathematics, physical sciences as subjects. As stipulated by the Department of Education it is
compulsory to take mathematics as a prerequisite in order to take physical sciences.

There are alternate choices to pure mathematics and sciences which our school offers, including mathematical
literacy and life sciences.

To act in the best interest of the student, the following policy for mathematics, physical sciences has been drawn
up with the assistance of our educational staff and experts in these subjects.

New Students:

Any new student (Grade 10 - 12) who failed to achieve a 50% average for mathematics and/or physical sciences
in the previous exam period will be assessed by our educators for their maths and science abilities at enrolment.
Should the assessment indicate that they are either behind with the syllabus and/or not capable of mastering the
subject matter, they will be given the option of repeating their previous grade or choosing an alternative
subject/s.

Grade 10 students:

A minimum of 50% for mathematics has to be achieved in grade 9 in order for a student to be able to enrol for
physical sciences, mathematics in grade 10.

Should any enrolled student fail to pass maths, physical sciences at the end of grade 10, they will be given the
option of repeating the year or choosing different subjects for grade 11.

Grade 11 students:

Should any enrolled student fail to pass maths or physical sciences during the mid-year examinations they will be
given the option of choosing different subjects.

Please remember that a student cannot be enrolled for physical sciences without mathematics.
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